Background: People can react to a diagnosis of dementia by withdrawing from social situations, experience reduced confidence and it can affect their sense of self. While pockets of good practice exist in the delivery of Post-Diagnostic Support (PDS) across Ireland, these are not part of an established standardised care pathway and are not provided equitably across the country. The Dementia Post-diagnostic Care Pathway Project, being undertaken as part of the implementation of the National Dementia Strategy, provides an evidence-base to inform the development of a PDS pathway which can be implemented nationally.
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Background: People can react to a diagnosis of dementia by withdrawing from social situations, experience reduced confidence and it can affect their sense of self. While pockets of good practice exist in the delivery of Post-Diagnostic Support (PDS) across Ireland, these are not part of an established standardised care pathway and are not provided equitably across the country. The Dementia Post-diagnostic Care Pathway Project, being undertaken as part of the implementation of the National Dementia Strategy, provides an evidence-base to inform the development of a PDS pathway which can be implemented nationally.
Methods: The project includes a scoping review to identify existing good practice and service gaps; a needs analysis involving both people with dementia and family carers and a review of international good and best practice in relation to post-diagnostic care and support. In addition, and to enable partnership and collaborative working, a multidisciplinary and cross-sectoral steering group has been established which will inform the development of the project outputs. Results: The presentation will further outline the project proposal and present preliminary findings from the needs analysis, including evidence on the psychological and emotional impact of a diagnosis for the person with dementia and family carers and provide case studies of innovative PDS programmes currently operating across Ireland. Conclusions: It is anticipated that the project will improve the quality of life of people with dementia and family carers following a diagnosis of dementia by developing a model and approach to post-diagnostic care and support. Underpinned by a strong evidencebase and working in partnership with key stakeholders the project will enable the development of appropriate supports, planned around the person's needs and preferences. The findings from this project will be used to influence and shape future Irish policy development in dementia.
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